
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you Like to Be a Part of Bolton’s History? 

 
Image from Bolton Museum’s Worktown Collection 

 

The times we are living in are totally unique. One hundred years from now, children 
will learn about the COVID19 pandemic just as they do today about the Great Fire of 
London. 

 

In the late 1930s, pioneering research organisation Mass Observation worked with 
primary schools in Bolton to capture children’s experiences of living through another 
challenging period in British history. Inspired by MO, the library and museum 
service are asking local schools and children to record their experiences 
of coronavirus and the lockdown. 

 

Below is an essay by one of the children participating in 1937; its title is “What I did 
on my Thursday Holiday.” 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/covid19?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDrwQE_EX2gsmUq5sEx-RDFgZUsVhl2Pxx2ixk1hUcNFP4N43EJytOs6eR-ikDMazJG23YuaKtu3GqxndjNhGNkSYyS27fkyAbqTA9Q6Pa9eDDYNAxwcSOig5l9UVKjqg67ApM0JD8VRegxs601xR9QGC1KTEsHW3hWyk-CVMJuLqBG44u3q1MU8GKxXgVtCuxS1Ty2ijlyYlrUJ-GFlLMPwiwH4aQNpyGfDndZOra383whgubIVBFjKqqtiUMFGbjTVq_kXqslF0IPWvRCJwkanPAdT87MbGxFCkCFSn01B_THu2Tf6XaqKLa_X61mxhXkxVeAGK1EO2m1axaIOxdHRQ&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/coronavirus?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDrwQE_EX2gsmUq5sEx-RDFgZUsVhl2Pxx2ixk1hUcNFP4N43EJytOs6eR-ikDMazJG23YuaKtu3GqxndjNhGNkSYyS27fkyAbqTA9Q6Pa9eDDYNAxwcSOig5l9UVKjqg67ApM0JD8VRegxs601xR9QGC1KTEsHW3hWyk-CVMJuLqBG44u3q1MU8GKxXgVtCuxS1Ty2ijlyYlrUJ-GFlLMPwiwH4aQNpyGfDndZOra383whgubIVBFjKqqtiUMFGbjTVq_kXqslF0IPWvRCJwkanPAdT87MbGxFCkCFSn01B_THu2Tf6XaqKLa_X61mxhXkxVeAGK1EO2m1axaIOxdHRQ&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/lockdown?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDrwQE_EX2gsmUq5sEx-RDFgZUsVhl2Pxx2ixk1hUcNFP4N43EJytOs6eR-ikDMazJG23YuaKtu3GqxndjNhGNkSYyS27fkyAbqTA9Q6Pa9eDDYNAxwcSOig5l9UVKjqg67ApM0JD8VRegxs601xR9QGC1KTEsHW3hWyk-CVMJuLqBG44u3q1MU8GKxXgVtCuxS1Ty2ijlyYlrUJ-GFlLMPwiwH4aQNpyGfDndZOra383whgubIVBFjKqqtiUMFGbjTVq_kXqslF0IPWvRCJwkanPAdT87MbGxFCkCFSn01B_THu2Tf6XaqKLa_X61mxhXkxVeAGK1EO2m1axaIOxdHRQ&__tn__=%2ANK-R


 
Images courtesy of the Mass Observation Archive 

 

We would like children to begin documenting their experiences by recording how 
they spend VE Day on Friday 8 May. Please send your diaries, drawings, 
photographs and other responses with the heading ‘Children’s lockdown journals’ 
to: 

Email: archives@bolton.gov.uk 

 
Post: Bolton Central Library, Le Mans Crescent, Bolton BL1 1SE 

 

As well as highlighting it on our social media posts, the material you send us will be 
stored in our Archive for future generations to read. We are also intending to put 
some of the items into a Time Capsule and will find a way of celebrating this with you 
as soon as possible. It really is your chance to be a part of Bolton’s History. Get 
writing, get creative – get yourself in the History Books! 

 

Below is a wonderful essay written by Orla, aged 8, from Blackrod about her 
lockdown experience so far. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/veday?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDrwQE_EX2gsmUq5sEx-RDFgZUsVhl2Pxx2ixk1hUcNFP4N43EJytOs6eR-ikDMazJG23YuaKtu3GqxndjNhGNkSYyS27fkyAbqTA9Q6Pa9eDDYNAxwcSOig5l9UVKjqg67ApM0JD8VRegxs601xR9QGC1KTEsHW3hWyk-CVMJuLqBG44u3q1MU8GKxXgVtCuxS1Ty2ijlyYlrUJ-GFlLMPwiwH4aQNpyGfDndZOra383whgubIVBFjKqqtiUMFGbjTVq_kXqslF0IPWvRCJwkanPAdT87MbGxFCkCFSn01B_THu2Tf6XaqKLa_X61mxhXkxVeAGK1EO2m1axaIOxdHRQ&__tn__=%2ANK-R
mailto:archives@bolton.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/lockdown?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDrwQE_EX2gsmUq5sEx-RDFgZUsVhl2Pxx2ixk1hUcNFP4N43EJytOs6eR-ikDMazJG23YuaKtu3GqxndjNhGNkSYyS27fkyAbqTA9Q6Pa9eDDYNAxwcSOig5l9UVKjqg67ApM0JD8VRegxs601xR9QGC1KTEsHW3hWyk-CVMJuLqBG44u3q1MU8GKxXgVtCuxS1Ty2ijlyYlrUJ-GFlLMPwiwH4aQNpyGfDndZOra383whgubIVBFjKqqtiUMFGbjTVq_kXqslF0IPWvRCJwkanPAdT87MbGxFCkCFSn01B_THu2Tf6XaqKLa_X61mxhXkxVeAGK1EO2m1axaIOxdHRQ&__tn__=%2ANK-R


 

 

 

We are grateful to the Mass Observation Archive - http://www.massobs.org.uk/ for 
allowing us to reproduce material from the archive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.massobs.org.uk/?fbclid=IwAR27IpDTAOZVPSgrC0cJ5ZccWTlQzF3MstPNVfsDIVYWOL6DcAVGifpB6bM

